Bad Check Program
Julianne Havens, Starke County Prosecuting Attorney, wishes to notify the citizens of Starke County about her Office’s Bad Check Program, which was initiated in 2008.  The Bad Check Program informs and assists businesses and individual complainants with the prosecution of “bad” check writers.  This program is free of charge to any person or organization in Starke County.  The program is designed to help reimburse local merchants and citizens for the losses that they suffer from accepting bad checks.  This office handles matters that involve checks drawn on accounts that have been closed and accounts that contain insufficient funds.  

Bad Check Procedures: 

1. 
Once the merchant receives the “bad” check back from the bank, bring the check into the Starke County Prosecutor’s Office.  We no longer require the merchant to mail a letter by certified mail to the “bad” check writer.

2.
From there, the Prosecutor’s Office will mail out a courtesy letter giving the bad check writer two (2) weeks to make the payment in full.  Also, along with the letter is a deposit slip. We require the writer of the bad check to make their payment in full with cash to Key Bank in Knox, Indiana using the deposit slip.  The amount of the deposit slip includes the bad check amount, a $20.00 merchant fee for the complainant, and a $27.50 bad check fee for the Prosecutor’s Office.   
3.
The Prosecutor’s Office will then reimburse complainants on any funds recovered.  This will eliminate the bad check writer having to come back into your place of business.    

4.
Failure to take advantage of this program within the two (2) week deadline could result in criminal charges being filed against the writer of the bad check.     
The fee received for the Prosecutor’s Office is split between the Prosecutor’s Office and the County’s General Fund, for administrative costs.  Prosecutor Julianne Havens encourages individuals to take advantage of this Program, and to contact the Prosecutor’s Office (574-772-6267) should you have further questions.

