FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

The Northern Indiana Community Foundation, Inc. ranks among the best in the nation

Rochester, Ind. – July 14, 2010 – The Northern Indiana Community Foundation, Inc. (NICF) was ranked along with other top community foundations across the country in a report issued by Community Foundation Insights, a centralized data resource for community foundations. 

The report, "Benchmarking Beyond Asset Size: Top 100 Lists" published in June 2010, ranked the foundations that had the most active grantmakers, the most gifts per capita and the most activity during the 2009 fiscal year. The NICF was ranked in all three categories, coming in 57th for most active grantmakers, 24th for most gifts per capita and 97th for most gifts and grants processed annually. The NICF had a $41.54 per capita gift from the 75,000 people it serves and completed 2,700 transactions, averaging $1,798 per transaction.

"The community foundation is here to serve our donors and their charitable interests," says Terri Johnson, the executive director of the Northern Indiana Community Foundation, Inc. "We feel very fortunate to live in communities where our citizens understand the importance of giving back to create a better future for the next generation."
Community Foundation Insights say they created the report because assessing a community foundation based solely on total assets does not accurately reflect how each foundation uniquely benefits the community. CF Insights says the study is not designed to reflect what is "best" for each foundation but rather assess each foundation based on a unique set of criteria.
The report assessed and ranked the NICF's distribution rates with the percent of donor advised assets; gifts per capita with the population of the community served; and total gift and grant transactions with the average transaction size.

According to the report, the data is designed to enable each community foundation to evaluate how its values and mission align with the respective ranking.

A full copy of this report is available online at www.cfinsights.org/home.

The Northern Indiana Community Foundation, Inc. is comprised of three north-central Indiana affiliates in Fulton, Miami and Starke counties. Collectively, the counties hold assets in excess of 17 million dollars and have distributed over 9 million dollars via grants and scholarships since the foundation's inception in 1993.
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